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 CIA cracks door |

at headquarters

. .Washington (Reuter)—The Central Intelligence Agen-

ey, -once so secretive that no road signs pinpointed its
headquarters location, is making a determined effort to
wigufriends and influence people among the American
public. c -

This radical policy change was ordered by its director, i

Adm. Stansfield Turner, with the approval of President
Carter. S U S | e
They want to beiter the CIA’s image, batiered by its in-
volvement in past years in foreign assassination attempts
and questionable dealings such as experiments- with LSD.
and other mind-altering drugs on Americans without their
knowledge' T Cesd e . e e e
Now, the CIA is willing to open its doors partially to re-
porters and others. A recent example was the visit by
about 100 members and guests of the Sigma Delta Chi
journalism society to CIA offices at Langley, Va., near
Washington. - T o~ - . R
Those attending were welcomed with smiles and hand-

" shakes, given a briefing of the CIA’s operations and al-

lowed to question three officials for nearly one hour. . .-
The evening ended with coffee and c'ookia inthe CIA’s .

“Rendezvous Room.” »

Security has not been ;\Sandbnéd, however. Those at-

* tending had to submit their names two weeks in advance

and no foreigners—or cameras and tape recorders—were-.

permitted. - ., - oo e
“We are trying a new opeaness policy,” Herbert Hetu,

 -.the CIA’s director of public affairs, told the visitors. “We

want advice on how to better serve the media.” k

Mr. Hetu was brought into the agency, after 27 years in.
the Navy, by Admiral Turner to expand public affairs ac-
tivities. He said he is often frustrated because security
reasons prevent him from revealing many of the agency’s.
successes or correcting some of the errors he sees innews
TEPOrtS, 5 wotasmtas s ot '
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. Although the CIA has sometimes given information to

STAT

selected reporters on a background basis, the official poiie_
has been to answer all questions with “po comment.” -
Mr. Hetu said that had been changed. “We now try to-
answer as many questions as we can,” he said. “If we
can't, we try tosay whypot.” - . v e
One of the first questions asked at the meeting was the l
size of the CIA’s budget. The questioner was told this was
classified. . <.~ - P Ry S
Mr—Hetu said the CIA wanted to get away from the.
British attitude toward intelligence—an ggparent r _
ence to the Official Secrets Act that prohibits all repatts
about MI-5, the British intelligence agemcy. - - o -7
Paul Chretien, another CIA official, emphasized that
the CIA is part of a team with the departments of State
and Defense. He said 95 per cent of the agency’s budget is
spent on intelligence gatbering and apalysis. i .. .-
Much of the information obtained in foreign countries
is from foreign nationals working for the United States,be
said, adding: “We are not so much spies, but recruiters of

ies.”.

.p Although the CIA likes to play down the use of Jan;es'v

Bond-type gadgets, Mr. Chretien demoanstrated a special
paper that dissolves in water or can be eaten. He did both.
Mr. Hetu said it was against agency policy for CIA offl-
cers—they are not called agents, he said—to pose as jour-
nalists, clergymen or Peace Corps members as a cover.
“The guests were not allowed to tour the headqwms
‘piiilding, although the CIA hopes to begin limited public
tours in the near fature, ... . U Too R
" However, on the way to the reception after the ques- .
tion-and-answer period, they were able to walk down part
of the main corridor under the close watch of guards and
officlals, “im geiTer Lo el lai R
.- Parts of the building look like any other goyemment
ofifice. There are cafeterias, a library and bulletin boards

with notices of cars and homes for sale and i
sportsactivites. 3 : $3
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